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Sustainable Growth

Virgin America is proud to lead the industry in fuel efficiency and reduced carbon emissions.
However, absolute reductions are challenging for a growing airline. As a result, Virgin America
continues to make large–scale investments in its fleet and facilities while reviewing every niche
of its operations to reduce its carbon footprint.

 

FLEET INVESTMENTS:

The most impactful way for an airline to minimize its footprint is to have a young and fuel-
efficient fleet and Virgin America's current Airbus A320 family fleet is the youngest in the U.S.
and up to 20% more fuel efficient than other U.S. domestic fleets.  Our future aircraft deliveries
in 2015 and 2016 will be equipped with sharklets, wingtip devices with the potential to help the
airline realize to 4% additional fuel efficiency across the network. Virgin America has also
implemented another 25 operational initiatives, such as real-time winds and a direct routing
service from Boeing, to ensure we maintain the lowest possible fuel burn. In 2014, we became
the first U.S. airline certified by the FAA to fly 0.1 Required Navigation Performance (RNP)
approaches on Airbus A320 family aircraft -- this certification allows select aircraft to fly
approaches to qualified airports in reduced visibility, allowing us reduce both emissions and
fuel consumption.

 

GREEN BUILDINGS:

As Virgin America continues to expand by adding around 200 new teammates per year, the
airline is investing in sustainable facilities and the implementation of best practices. The
airline’s Burlingame, California Headquarters has a LEED®-certified Silver standard and has an
Energy Star Rating of 87 out of 100, with features including dual-flush toilets that reduce water
use by as much as 243,000 gallons annually.

 

SFO HOME:

In April 2011, Virgin America opened its sleek and sustainable new home at San Francisco
International Airport’s Terminal 2 (T2). As the only airline headquartered at SFO and as an
anchor tenant, the airline had the opportunity to inform the T2 design from the earliest stages.
The Terminal has since achieved LEED® Gold–certification. Additionally, Virgin America invested
in its T2 office spaces and “Virgin Village” teammate lounge to achieve the highest possible
LEED® Platinum–certification. The LEED® Gold and Platinum certifications are the first such

Mission Transparency Sustainable Growth Collaboration Sustainability

BOOK CHECK IN MANAGE Deals Flying With Us Where We Fly Fees Flight Status Flight AlertsSign In Sign Up

https://web.archive.org/web/20150905085755/https://www.virginamerica.com/cms/corporate-responsibility/mission.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150905085755/https://www.virginamerica.com/cms/corporate-responsibility/transparency.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150905085755/https://www.virginamerica.com/cms/corporate-responsibility/sustainable-growth.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150905085755/https://www.virginamerica.com/cms/corporate-responsibility/collaboration.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150905085755/https://www.virginamerica.com/cms/corporate-responsibility/sustainability.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150905085755/https://www.virginamerica.com/book-travel
https://web.archive.org/web/20150905085755/https://www.virginamerica.com/flight-check-in
https://web.archive.org/web/20150905085755/https://www.virginamerica.com/manage-itinerary
https://web.archive.org/web/20150905085755/https://www.virginamerica.com/cms/travel-deals
https://web.archive.org/web/20150905085755/https://www.virginamerica.com/cms/fly-with-us
https://web.archive.org/web/20150905085755/https://www.virginamerica.com/cms/airport-destinations
https://web.archive.org/web/20150905085755/https://www.virginamerica.com/cms/vx-fees
https://web.archive.org/web/20150905085755/https://www.virginamerica.com/check-flight-status
https://web.archive.org/web/20150905085755/https://www.virginamerica.com/get-flight-alerts
https://web.archive.org/web/20150905085755/https://www.virginamerica.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20150905085755/https://www.virginamerica.com/elevate-frequent-flyer
https://web.archive.org/web/20150905085755/https://www.virginamerica.com/elevate-frequent-flyer/sign-up


1/7/2018 Sustainable Growth | Virgin America

https://web.archive.org/web/20150905085755/https://www.virginamerica.com/cms/corporate-responsibility/sustainable-growth.html 2/2

Sitemap

Contact Us/FAQs

About Us

Press

Blog

Careers

Corporate & Group Travel

Travel Agents

Tarmac Delay Contingency Plan
Guest Service Commitment

Contract of Carriage

Int’l Contract of Carriage

Corporate Responsibility

Text Only

Email Unsubscribe

Privacy Policy

Travel Insurance

All News & Updates

What Is Elevate?

Virgin America Credit Card

Advertise Onboard

Google+

Instagram

Twitter

Facebook

YouTube

certifications given to a major commercial airport in the U.S. For more on how Virgin America
partnered with SFO to help create the nation’s most eco–efficient major airport, click here.

 

IMPROVED OPERATIONAL TECHNOLOGIES AND PRACTICES:

Consistent use of sustainable practices and the latest technology on the ground and in the air
have made Virgin America’s fleet one of the most carbon efficient – up to 20% more efficient
than the U.S. average. The airline employs progressive practices to reduce its footprint such as
minimizing use of auxiliary power units, single–engine taxiing, idle reverse landings, utilizing
advanced avionics to fly more efficiently, and dynamic cost index flying – the practice of
regulating cruising speed to reduce fuel burn. For more on the airline’s practices, click here.

 

WASTE REDUCTION AND RECYCLING:

Small changes add up: The airline is focused on furthering waste minimization and recycling
efforts at Virgin America’s headquarters and at airport facilities. For more on the airline’s waste
reduction and recycling efforts, click here.
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